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The Sword of The Lord 


“And they cried, The Sword of the 
(Judges 7:20) 


Lord, and of Gideon.” 


and of JOHN R. RICE 


“The Sword of the Spirit, which is — 
the Word of God.” 


(Eph. 6:17) 
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To A Condemned Murderer In Death Row 
In A Certain Penitentiary 


The other day I received a letter 
from a prisoner in a certain peni- 
tentiary, telling me all about his 
case. He first received forty years 
for bank robbery and then the 
death penalty for murder. He is in 
death row, and the lawyer has ap- 
pealed his case. He anxiously waits 
to see what the Court of Appeals 
will do about his death sentence or 
whether the Governor will pardon 
him or commute his sentence. He 
wrote explaining how he got into 
trouble; claims to be living a good 
life, and wanted to know if I 
thought he could get to Heaven. 
I have answered him plainly and 
prayerfully. I publish the letter for 
two reasons. First, it ought to 
serve as a solemn warning for 
those who are tempted to commit 
crime. Second, every sinner in the 
world is guilty of similar sins and 
must go to the same Hell but for 
the mercy of Christ. Remember the 
words so clear in Romans 3:23, 
“For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God.” 


The letter follows: 


“I was glad to have your letter 
of July 26th, and I have mailed 
you my booklet ‘The Electrocution 
of Raymond Hamilton.’ I hope you 
have read it carefully and that you 
have gotten good from it. 

“I know that one who commits 
smuurder can be forgiven if he re- 
“pents with all his heart and trusts 


’ Jesus Christ who died to save 


sinners. The thief on the cross 
was converted, I know, but the 
matter is so serious that I hope 
you will make sure that you have 
repented with all your heart. 

“In your letter to me, I think you 
talked too much about how good 
you are and how others have 
wronged you, and did not say 


enough about how mean and wick- 
ed you have been yourself. People 
do not rob banks and kill others 
and get a death penalty without 
doing something wrong, and I warn 
you that you will not please God 
by trying to whitewash your wick- 
edness. I know God is willing to 
forgive you, but I think you cannot 
be very sure of forgiveness from 
God unless you are willing to con- 
fess to Him that you have been a 
wicked, terribly wicked, sinner. I 
write this in kindness, hoping you 
will make sure of your salvation, 
before you go out to meet God. 
Even the thief on the cross con- 
fessed that his condemnation was 
just and that he deserved to die 
as you can see by reading Luke 
23:41 in the Bible. People need not 
come to Christ for salvation telling 
how good they are. Instead, they 
should come confessing their sins 
and wanting forgiveness. 

“IT urge you to turn to the Lord 
like the Publican who went up into 
the Temple to pray who would not 
so much as lift up his face, but 
smote upon his breast and said, 
‘God be merciful to me a sinner.’ 
Remember that the Lord said that 
man went down to his house justi- 
fied, rather than the other man 
who claimed he was so good. I 
have a great tenderness for men 
who are behind the bars. I would 
gladly be of any help to you that 
I could to get you right with God. 
I write as your friend when I urge 
you not to excuse yourself for your 
crimes, but to confess them and 
all your wickedness to God with 
humble and contrite heart and beg 
Him to have mercy. 

“You are in death row, you say, 
and you expect at any time to 
hear whether the Court of Appeals 
has upheld your death sentence. 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


Baptismal Regeneration 
Not Taught in The Bible 


An Explanation of Acts 2:38, Baptized Un- 
to, or For, or Toward That Remission of 
Sins Which You Got When You Repented 


“Church of Christ” people and some others make much 
of Acts 2:38, believeing that it gives baptism as a condition 
of salvation. They must admit that many, many other pas- 
sages in the Bible such as John 3:18; John 3:36; John 5: 
24; John 6:47; Acts 10:43; Acts 13:39, 40; Acts 16:30, 31; 
Romans 10:9, and many others all seem to teach instant 
salvation by simple faith in Christ. But they believe that 
all these other Scriptures throughout the Bible must be 
modified by what they think is. the meaning of Acts 2:38 
Mark 16:16, and a few other passages. 

However, our friends who think Acts 2:38 requires 
baptism in order to be saved, are wrong, and a careful study 
of that passage in its connection will show that. It offers 
the same plan of salvation taught throughout the Bible, 
salvation on condition of penitent faith. 

First, let us notice Acts 2:38 in its context. Acts 2:32- 


39 says: 


“This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are 


witnesses. 


83. Therefore being by the right hand of God ex- 
alted, and having received of the Father the promise of 
the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now 


see and hear. 


384. For David is not ascended into the heavens: 
but he saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit 


thou on my right hand, 


35. Until I make thy foes thy footstool. 
386. Therefore let all the house of Israel know as- 


suredly, that God 


th made that same Jesus, whom ye 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TO STUDY PSALMS 


Notice Study of 2nd 
Psalm Elsewhere In 
This Paper 


Next Sunday, August 18, the 
Fundamentalist Baptist Sunday 
School will begin to study the book 
of Psalms in its course straight 
through the Bible. We plan to take 
Psalms one to seven next Sunday. 
To give our readers a taste of the 
good things we have every Sunday 
in our Sunday School class, I will 
give here a study of the second 
Psalm. 

Come with us Sunday morning at 
the Fundamentalist Baptist Taber- 
nacle and learn the Word of God. 
Going through the entire Bible, 
chapter by chapter, studying ev- 
ery verse, you will learn many, 
many things that you did not know 
were in God’s Word, and will be- 
come familiar with this precious 
Book as you cannot posibly do in 
Sunday Schools where they study 
from quarterlies instead of the Bi- 
ble and where they follow the in- 
ternational hop, skip and jump les- 
sons, a few verses here and a few 
verses there. 

Come and study with us Sunday 
morning and hear Pastor John R. 
Rice teach the Word of God. It will 
enlighten your mind, it will feed 
your soul, it will rejoice your heart. 
It will bring you to know Jesus 
Christ better, and to know what is 
the plan of God. 

SS 


Home Coming at N. Side Aug. 18 


The North Side Fundamentalist 
Baptist Church, 2214 Yeagan, will 
have their Home Coming Sunday 
August 18th. Services all day with 
dinner on the ground. Brother 
Barth, the pastor, invites you to 
come and make this a great day 
in the Lord. Brother Leonard 
Barnes will preach in the after- 
noon. 


REV. TOM H. MASTERS 


‘| Pastor of College Street Baptist 


Church in Commerce, Texas. Broth- 
er Masters preached at the Funda- 
mentalist Baptist Tabernacle last 
Sunday night, and according to re- 
ports of Dallas people, brought a 
fine message, made plain the plan 
of salvation, and two people, a man 
and a woman, were saved. 

Brother Masters is a fine, spir- 
itually minded, soul winning Bible 
student and preacher. The Lord is 
blessing his work in Commerce and 
we expect, if Jesus tarries, to see 
his ministry greatly enlarged. 


book of Psalms is the only book 
of the Bible where the 
into chapters are by divine inspira- 
tion. Other books have been divided 
by good men to make it easier to 
find the place, but the Psalms were 
given each one separately. The 
first Psalm is precious, but it is 
more familiar. The second Psalm 
is so clearly about Jesus, His sec- 
ond coming and reign, that I am 
Sure a prayerful study of it will 
do great good to @very Christian. 


the people imagine a vain thing? 
themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the Lord, 
and against his anointed, saying, 


asunder, and cast away their cords 
from us. 


shall laugh: the Lord shall have 


them in derision. 


in his wrath, and vex them in his 
sore displeasure. 


my holy hill of Zion. 


REY. JOE B. RICE TO 
PREACH SUNDAY NIGHT 


Pastor Returns For Sunday Morning Serv- 
ices; His Brother Preaches in Evening 


Last Monday, Joe B. Rice, one of 
this editor’s brothers, (he has four, 
Jessie, George, Joe and Bill) drove 
into Dallas with his printing press 
and his other shirt! He taught the 
teachers and preached Wednesday 
night, and I have asked him to 
preach also next Sunday night. He 
is young, but the power of God is 
upon him, and I am sure he will 
bring a blessing to my people. Last 
Tuesday he gathered some workers 
together and went to West Dallas 
for a personal work and preaching. 
In one house they found a card 
party going on, but the two fami- 
lies present laid aside their cards, 
Joe read the third chapter of John 
and preached the gospel to them 
as Jesus preached it to Nicodemus. 
Nine people were saved in that 
house alone, two entire families, 
I believe. 

Perhaps Joe will tell about that 
happy occasion in the service Sun- 
day night. I know he will bring 
a& warm, earnest message. Come 
praying and expecting sinners to 
be saved. 


Hear The Pastor Sunday Morning 


Pastor John R. Rice will be in 
the Saturday night prayer meeting 
and will teach his Bible class and 
preach Sunday morning. He is in 
a revival at Commerce, Texas, but 
will return to Dallas Friday night 
after the service. 

Our Saturday night prayer meet- 
ings are most informal, and in 
them we really pray. Most prayer 
meetings are really ‘talk meetings.’ 


? 


But if you have some object for 


which you are heavily burdened 
and want us to join in prayer, come 
to the service Saturday night and 
let us pray together. Last Satur- 
day night people ‘phoned to the 
church to inquire if we were going 
to run the prayer meeting all night 
again. We must do that again 
sometime soon. So many received 
blessings from the all night prayer 
meeting. Come Saturday night for 
a session of prayer. Perhaps we 
will all go home early, and if not, 
you may go any time you wish 
with no embarrassment. 


Last Sunday morning the pastor 
had 195 in his class of men and 
women. We finished the book of 
Job, and the lesson this Sunday is 
the first seven Psalms. Bring your 
Bibles and do not miss a.one of 
these precious Psalms, these songs 
of prayer and praise. How many 
of them tell of the Saviour who 
was not yet born when they were 
written! Several of them tell of 
the Saviour’s Second Coming and 
His return to earth even before He 
had come the first time. Hear the 
pastor explain these Psalms in a 
way that will bless your heart. 
Bring your Bibles and let’s go over 
200 this Sunday. 

Several were converted in Sun- 
day School last Sunday morning. 
One young man claimed Christ 
after the morning sermon. Bring 
your unsaved friends and let us 
pray for conversions again Sunday 
morning. 

Any who are prepared for bap- 
tism may be baptized at the close 
of the morning service. 


A Study of The 


Second Psalm 


The First and Second Coming of Christ and 
His Reign on Earth Promised In This 


Messianic 


All the Psalms are rich. The 


visions 


The Second Psalm 
Why do the heathen rage, and 


2. The kings of the earth set 
3. Let us break their bands 
4. He that sitteth in the heavens 
5. Then shall he speak unto them 


6. Yet have | set my king upon 


7. | will declare the decree; the 


7 


Message 


— SSE — ——— 


« 
Lord hath said unto me, Thou art 


my Son; this day have | begotten 
thee. 
8. Ask of me, and | shall give 
thee the heathen for thine inheri- 
tance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth for thy possession. 

9. Thou shalt break them with 
a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them 
in pieces like a potter's vessel. 

10. Be wise now therefore, O ye 
kings: be instructed, ye judges of 
the earth. 

| 1. Serve the Lord with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling. 

12. Kiss the Son, lest he be an- 
gry, and ye perish from the way, 
when his wrath is kindled but a lit- 
tle. Blessed are all they that put 
their trust in him. 

This Psalm is one of the “Mess- 
ianic Psalms,” that is, one of the 
Psalms about the Messiah, that be- 
ing the Hebrew term for the 
Anointed One, the coming Saviour 
foretold many times in the Old 
Testament. 

Notice carefully those first three 
verses: 

Why do the heathen rage, and 
the people imagine a vain thing ? 
2. The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take 


{CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 
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PAGE TWO 


Baptismal Regeneration — 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 

37. Now when they heard this, they were pricked 
in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of 
the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 

8. Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghost. 

39. For the promise is unto you, and to your chil- 
dren, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call.” 


The words of Peter in Acts 2:38 are in answer to a 
uestion which is plainly given in verse 37. The Lord gives 
the exact words of that question, “MEN AND BRETH- 
REN, WHAT SHALL WE DO?” They did not ask, “What 
MUST we do,” but they asked, “What SHALL we do?” 
And particularly notice, they did not say, “What MUST we 
do TO BE SAVED?” If they had wanted to know the ab- 
solute essential to salvation, “What must I do to be saved,” 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


gift of the Holy Ghost, which the apostles received at Pen- 
tecost and the result of which these convicted Jews had 
witnessed. 

They had seen the marvelous effects of the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, the filling of the Spirit which came that day, 
and they asked these men and brethren what they should do 
to have the same. Peter replied: ‘Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the re- 
mission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 


Ghost.”’ 
"THE PROMISE" 


Acts 2:38, 39 are together and cannot be separated. 
Notice that Peter said: “. . . and ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call.”” The promise mentioned is the 
promise of the gift of the Holy Ghost. This gift, or bap- 
tism, or filling of the Holy Ghost that came at Pentecost is 
called again and again THE PROMISE. In Luke 24: 49, 


speaking about this, Jesus said: “And, behold, I send THE: 


PROMISE of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city 
of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.” 


Friday, August 16, 1935 
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Rev. Appleman in Good Revival 


Jefferson, and Ewing. 


Good reports come of the revival ‘ 
being conducted by Evangelist Hy- | 
man J. Appleman at the First Bap- 
tist Church of Oak Cliff, at Ninth, 


Brother Appleman is a converted 


that is what they would have asked. But if they had asked 
that question, we already know the divinely inspired answer, 
for that exact question was asked by the Philippian jailor 
in Acts 16:30 and there Paul and Silas spoke to him by the 
authority of God and said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved.’”’ Remember, then, that Acts 
2:38 is not discussing primarily what one must do to be 
az saved, and the conditions mentioned in this verse are not all 
= of them conditions of salvation. 


| What did these convicted Jews want, then?’ We take 
| for granted they wanted salvation, but that is certainly not 
all they slanted: They had heard the preaching of these 
same men before Pentecost and had not been impressed. 
But now the Holy Spirit has been poured out upon the 


Again in Acts 1:4, 5, Jesus mentioned this again as 
the promise, 

And, being assembled together with them, com- 
manded them that they should not depart from Jerusa- 
lem, but wait for THE PROMISE of the Father, which, 
saith he, ye have heard of me. ‘ 

“For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall 
be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.” We do not know how long the 

The promise here is identical with the baptism of the Holy | revival will continue, but urge all 
Ghost.that is to come at Pentecost. { those who can to attend, sing, pray 

After Pentecost came with its baptism or filling of the | 8"¢ win souls, and do what you can 
Spirit, Peter said in Acts 2:33: We pray that God may bless the Ah, 

“Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, | revival to the saving of many souls 
and having received of the Father THE PROMISE of 


Jew and is widely known as a fer- 

vent soul winner and a fine gospel 
preacher. This editor has neverhad , ,¢ 
the privilege to hear him preach, 

but am happy to know that he has 

had some great revivals with many 

saved. He is an evangelist work- > 
ing under the State Board of the 

Texas Baptist Convention. 
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apostles. It is about that Holy Spirit which Peter has been 
preaching as well as about the resurrected Christ. In his 
sermon, Peter has explained the promise in Joel that in the 
last days God would pour out the Holy Spirit, and in verse 
16 of this second chapter of Acts, Peter had said, “This is 
that.” In verse 33 in this same passage, Peter had said, 
“Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and 
having received of the Father the promise of the Holy 
Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.”’ 
The marvelous things they have just witnessed, the sound 
of a rushing mighty wind like a cyclone, the sight of 
tongues like as of fire sitting on the apostles, the astound- 
ing miracle of hearing the gospel preached by Galillean 
Jews in the languages of some sixteen different nationali- 
ties — all these had impressed on Jews present the mar- 


‘ply for the plan of salvation, but for more than that, you 
will understand better the answer that is given. Acts 2:38 
does not claim to give a list of things essential to salvation. 


THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST PROMISED IN ACTS 2:38 


In Acts 2:38, notice first of all what the promise is. It 
is not a promise of remission of sins. It is a promise of 
“the gift of the Holy Ghost.” “The gift of the Holy Ghost” 
is a term so clearly used in Scripture that it cannot be con- 
fused with salvation by good Bible students. In Hebrews 
2:4, we are told that God bore witness to the testimony of 
the apostles, “both with signs and wonders, and with divers 
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own 
will.” The term “gift of the Holy Ghost” here certainly does 
not refer to salvation, but to the gift that came to many at 
Pentecost “with signs and wonders and divers miracles.’’ 
Again in Acts 10:44, we are told that the Holy Ghost fell 
ree _ household of Cornelius, and in verses 45, 46, we are 
told: 

“And they of the circumcision which believed were 
astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that 
on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. 

“For they heard them speak with tongues, and 
magnify God...” . 


Cornelius and his household were saved by the faith men- 
tioned in Acts 10:43, and immediately received the gift of 
the Holy Ghost. 

In chapter 11, Peter returned and reported the 
matter to the apostles and in verses 15 to 17, he 
said: “And ‘as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on 
them, as on us at the beginning. Then remembered I the 
word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized 
with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. 
Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did 
unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ: what was 


the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now 
see and hear.” 
The pouring out of the Spirit, “This which ye now see and 
hear,’ was called THE PROMISE. So in Acts 2:38, 39, the 
gift of the Holy Ghost, which is the promise, IS NOT SAL- 
VATION, but is the baptism or filling of the Holy Spirit for 
soul winning power! 

What I want you to see is that Acts 2:38 is not prom- 
ising salvation to those who both repent and are baptized. 
It is promising salvation to those who repent and the gift 
of the Holy Spirit to those who obey in baptism after their 
sins are remitted. The great promise which is given in Acts 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 8) 


All Makes Typewriters 
Bought, sold, exchanged, re- 


Second Psalm — 


proves this is a Psalm about Christ. 
The word anointed is a translation 
of the Hebrew word Messiah. The 
Greek word for anointed is Christos 
or Christ, so the Scripture here 
Says that the kings and rulers of 
the earth take counsel together 
“against the Lord and against his 
Christ.” 

It might be difficult for us to 
tell just when this conspiracy a- 
gainst God and Christ would take 
place, if the Bible did not else- 
where tell us. Happily, God has not 
left us in the dark, and in Acts 
4325-28, the apostles referred to 
this very Psalm and quoted the 
first two verses. Read that passage. 

25. Who by the mouth of thy 
servant David hast said, Why did 
the heathen rage, and the people 
magine vain things? 

26. The kings of the earth 
stood up, and the rulers were 
gathered together against the 
Lord, and against his Christ. - 

27.. For of a truth against thy 
holy child Jesus, whom thou hast 
anointed, both Herod, and Pon- 
tius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and 
the people of Israel, were gath- 
ered together, 

28. For to do whatsoever thy 
hand and thy counsel determined 
before to be done. 

The New Testament explains the 
Old. One part of the Scripture in- 
terprets another. Here we learn 
that David wrote the second Psalm 
and that it was a divine prophecy 
of the time when Herod and Pilate 
with the Gentiles and Jews togeth- 
er combined and conspired against 
Christ, and therefore aguinst God, 
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FAKES & COMPANY 


1217-19 ELM STREET 
Furniture, Draperies, Rugs, Electric Refrigerators 
and Radios 


— Convenient Terms — 


The Friendly Store 


FINEST QUALITY MEATS AND GROCERIES 


516 South Zangs Phone 6-9202 
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NEWBY’S GROCERY & MARKET ) 
| 
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I5c -- HAIRCUTS -- [5c 
Boys and Girls under 14 years. — Except Saturday, 20c 
Ladies’ and Men’s Haircuts, 20c 


BARBER AND TAILOR SHOP 
210 S. Madison, East of Sears J. R. GOLDSTON, Prop. 
Free Parking Space For Auto 
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Baptismal Regeneration — 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 
2:38 is not salvation. The condition of penitent faith for 


salvation is one thing. The conditions for the baptism of 


the Holy Ghost included an entirely different thing. 

Since the gift of the Holy Ghost was.what was in the 
minds of the people and what Peter was preaching about 
and explaining, then you will understand what these lost 
men meant when they said, ‘What shall we do?” The ques- 
tion here is not, “What must I do to be saved?” They want- 
ted to be saved, I am sure, and Peter’s sermon dealt with 
salvation, too, for he commanded them to repent, but evi- 
dently their thought was not simply, What must I do to be 
saved,” but more, “What must I do to get what you people 
here have?” That would include salvation, but it would also 
include the joy, the power, etc., involved in the promised 


+ gift of the Holy Ghost about which Peter had been preach- 


ing. 
BAPTISM, A CONDITION, NOT OF SALVATION BUT OF THE 
GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST 


There are steps in Acts 2:39, but they are not steps in 
the plan of salvation. They are steps on the way to the gift 
of the Holy Ghost. One had to be saved in order to receive 
this gift of the Holy Ghost, but one must obey, after he is 
saved, in order to have this gift of the Holy Ghost. Peter 
Says exactly that in Acts 5:32, “. . . the Holy Ghost, whom 
God hath given to them that obey him.” . See also John 14: 
15, 16, etc. The gift of the Holy Ghost is another matter 
following salvation. One could not receive the Holy Ghost 
without being saved. One must first be saved and then be 
obedient in heart to receive this promise. 


One step is mentioned for salvation, and another step 
for the gift of the Holy Ghost. “Repent,” Peter commanded. 
Repentance certainly refers to one’s turning from sin to 
trust in Christ. From the preaching of John the Baptist 
and Jesus, particularly in Luke 13:3,5 it seems clear that 
repentance is a sufficient condition of salvation. If so, then 
certainly it involves faith. Faith is often mentioned as a 
sufficient condition of salvation. Certainly, then, it involves 
repentance. Repentance and faith are different terms look- 
ing at the condition of salvation from different angles, but 
evidently they are one and the same condition. Peter evi- 
dently meant, then, that these should repent in order to be 
saved, and should obey in the matter of baptism in order 
to receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. Baptism is a matter 
of obedience, following a plain command. It follows after 
repentance everywhere in the New Testament. It was a 
duty of everyone who had repented, and so one who has 


repented ought to be baptized straightway in obedience to 


Christ. It seems clear that in Bible times people sometimes 
had sincerely repented (or believed in Christ) and were 
called disciples, but had not received the Holy Ghost. 

All of the’ 120 who waited in the upper room and 
prayed before Pentecost certainly had not received this gift 
of the Holy Ghost, although they were already saved. Sal- 
vation and the gift of the Holy Ghost are entirely different 
matters. The first chapter of John tells of the conversion 
of several of the apostles, and certainly all of them besides 
Judas were converted long before Pentecost. Many people 
think that Pentecost was an exception, and that afterward 
the gift of the Holy Ghost always came at conversion, but 
that is not true. A number of other cases are given in the 
Bible of people who were first saved and later received the 
filling, baptism, or gift of the Holy Ghost. 


Two examples are the Samaritans in Acts 8:12-17 and 
some men at Ephesus, Acts 19:1-16. A careful reading in- 
dicates that these people were disciples, and had sincerely 
believed. You will notice that in these cases people had al- 
ready been baptized, but in one case they were commanded 
to be baptized again, evidently because they had not re- 
ceived the spiritual blessing they should have received at 


To a Condemned — 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 
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baptism. Likely they did not understand its meaning. But 
remember that the Samaritans were converted under the 
preaching of Philip, but had not received the gift of the 
Holy Ghost until Peter and John came down and prayed for 
them, and remember that “certain disciples” at Ephesus, 
men who had believed and had been baptized, yet had not 
received this gift of.the Spirit. Salvation and the gift of 
the Spirit are entirely separate matters. Baptism, at least 
in many cases (not in the case of Cornelius and his house- 
hold) is an essential to the gift of the Holy Spirit for soul 
winning power. Probably it would get the heart of the 
matter better to say that an obedient heart is essential to 
receive this power of the Spirit. Remember that Acts 5:32 
says: “And we are witnesses of these things; and so is also 
the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given TO THEM THAT 
OBEY HIM.” 
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But, dear friend, I remind you even 
should they set aside the sentence 
of death which has been passed on 
you for murder, there is still an- 
other court that you must meet, 
the court of God Almighty’s judg- 
ment bar. And lawyers or money 
or friends will not help then. Your 
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There are other matters of obedience which new con- 
verts ought to observe, but baptism everywhere in the New 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


Second Psalm — 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


against Christ then, the rulers of 
the earth have often been against 
Him in other times. And the Bible 
plainly foretells the time when the 
Antichrist will hate Christians and 
hate God (Rev. 13:7, 8); and the 
kings of the earth will join in with 
him in his war against God, and 
particularly against Christ at His 
second coming (Rev. 16:12, 14, 16: 
Rev. 17:12-14). All these kings will 
be destroyed in the battle of Arma- 
geddon as foretold in Revelation 
19:19-21. Read particularly Revela- 
tion 19:19 which says: 

“And J saw the beast, and the 
kings of the earth, and their ar- 
mies, gathered together to make 
war against him that sat on the 
horse, and against this army.” 

Surely this is foretold in the sec- 
ond Psalm, verses 2 and 3. “The 
kings of the earth set themselves 
and the rulers take counsel to- 
gether, against the Lord and 
against his Christ” trying to break 
His bands asunder and stay out 
from under the rule of Christ. But 
praise God, they will fail, and 
Christ will utterly destroy them! 


(Continued Next Week) 
—- -—-O-— -- 


Dear Brother Rice: 

A few lines to let you know how 
we are getting along. I am in a 
revival at a little country church 
four miles east of Alma. We are 
having a great time. We had thir- 
teen professions of faith last night. 
Twelve of them joined the church 
for baptism. 

I will start another revival at 
Texaco Wednesday night, the Lord 
willing. 

I’m praying you will have a 
great time at Commerce. I am sor- 
ry I cannot be with you. 

Remember me in your prayers, 

Always your friend, 
(Signed) Willie Lee. 


only hope is to be pardoned and 
forgiven. There is no use to talk 
about how good you are living 
now or any other time, because 
God has a record of every thought 
and intent of. your heart and He 
will judge you by what you are 
and not by what anybody says 
about you or what you say your- 
self. Your only hope is in a whole- 
souled repentance of your terrible 
sins and in trusting the blood of 
Jesus Christ to wash them away 
and save you. 

“What you need is the same that 
all the rest of the sinners in the 
world need, and one who is a free 
man on the streets needs it just 
the same as a prisoner on death 
row. God help you to make sure, 
today, that your sins are forgiven 
and that your soul is saved! 

“IT hope you will write me again 
if I can be a blessing to you or if 
I can help in any wise. I will be 
glad to hear from you at any time 
and I will pray for you. 

“Since we are all sinners alike 
and in the same boat headed for 
destruction except for the mercy 
of God, I want to sign myself as 
just another vile sinner, but thank 
God, saved by the blood!! 

“Yours in Jesus’ name, 
(Signed) “John R. Rice.” 


Subscribe for The Sword of the 
Lord — 50c per year 


PAGE THREE 


Amer. Beauty 


FLOUR 


6 POUNDS ........ .30c 
12 POUNDS ........54c.. 


-- FREE DELIVERY -- 
115 S. PATTON 


Light Crust ) 
| 
| 


Patronize Our Advertisers 


CLIFF 


HOTEL 


— REDECORATED — 
140 MODERN ROOMS 


Coffee Shop 
204 E. Jefferson 


$4 to $7 PER WEEK 


in Connection 


Phone 6-8125 


O. TREES PLUMBING CO. 
PLUMBING and GAS FITTING 
2324 SOUTH BECKLEY AVE. 


PHONE 9-9424 


BUSINESS f} | RE C10 RY eroression 


Keep your name, product or profession, address and tele- 
phone number before the people in this Directory 


— 
ee 


CLYDE'S BARBER SHOP 
9th and Patton 
Children 15c — Adults 25c 
Clyde Simmons - Elvis Loader 


BIBLES 
40c to $10.50 


SWORD BOOK ROOM 
201 E. 10th 6-6888 


SALE 
Lipman’s Bargain Store 


Reduced prices on all mer- 

chandise. Men’s Ladies,’ and 

Children’s Wear. Everything 
for the entire family. 


115 W. Jefferson St. 


LAMBERT TRANSFER CO. 
WE MOVE EVERYTHING 
Mrs. Mollie Lambert 
727 E. Jefferson Ave. Dallas 


Beckley Transfer & Furniture 
Company 
Local, Long Distance Hauling 
By Expert Movers 
Mrs. Pearl Miller, Owner 
Top prices for Furniture 
Trade Moving for Furniture 
Get our prices — Save money 
312 E. Jefferson 6-1449 


BURT'S SHOE STORE 
A Nation-Wide Organization 


Sizes 2% to 9— AAAA to E 
A. G. East 1508 Elm St. 


ALL HAIR CUTS... .25c 

Specializing in Permanent 

waving, scalp treatments, 
shampooin, and finger waving 


BRANNON BARBER 


and BEAUTY SHOPPE 


Call for appointment 
207 W. Jefferson Ph. 6-0175 


- ~ -= - -~ ~ oe we —_— = —_— = we ~ ~~ ade _ — - ~_ _ — _ dl _-_— o a“ ie Cade Road ~ — ~ = ~- = ~ _— = - om /-_ ~ = ~ oe ~ = ~ - ~- — -_ ~ a — = lll = _ — _— ~~ = _ - = -_ ~*~ a 


a a ee 


LAMAR & SMITH 


Funeral Home and Ambu- 
. lance Service 


PHONE 6-2146 


800 W. Jefferson Dallas 


BECKLEY PRODUCE 


Poultry Farm White Infertile 
Eggs — Milk fed Poultry 
Wholesale — Retail 
We Deliver 
R. W. Cunningham, Mgr. 


310 S. Beckley Phone 6-0257 


POOLE FUNERAL HOME 


In the service of others 


Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Poole 
437 W. Jefferson 6-0848 


BUMBLE BEE MARKET 
All kinds of fresh meat 
— Open all Night — 


603 W. Jefferson 6-0081 | 


DR. C. F. JONES 
CHIROPRACTOR 
Afternoon and evening hours, | 


consultation and examination 
free. 


400 West Page 6-8933 


Midway Cleaners & Tailors 
Let “Chap” do your cleaning 
pressing and tailoring. 


107 W. Jefferson 6-0056 


C. B. WALKER 


CABINET & SCREEN 
MANUFACTURING 


25 Years in Oak Cliff 


1106 S. Beckley Ph. 6-0162 , 
* 


~~ Fo ehlUCcrrlUC FrhlhUhUC rrOhUC FrhOlhUhUC rlUCUCrlhC rOlhUhUCUCrhrhhCUCr rlhUC rh hCr hEhUhUCUCThlhlUh] 


. S > & 
et TE EE —-* ~ 


PAGE FOUR 


Baptismal Regeneration — 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 


Testament is mentioned as if it were the first or at least one 
of the first. Baptism, as an open, public proclamation and 
profession of faith in Christ, would usually indicate an 
obedient heart. Evidently for this reason Peter mentioned 
baptism as a condition of the gift of the Holy Spirit. Later 
we will discuss the term “baptized for the remission of 
sins,’ but first notice this paraphrase of Acts 2:38. 
“Repent ye, (and then according to Jesus in Luke 
13:3, 5 and according to Acts 11:18, you will not perish 
but have life, spiritual, eternal life. But you want not 
only salvation but the blessings which we have received 
today, the gift of the Holy Ghost. So obey the Lord for 
it) and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ unto (or for or toward or with reference 
to, or at or in) the remission of your sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
Baptism is mentioned in this passage as representing the 
obedience necessary to receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 


"FOR," "UNTO," OR THE GREEK WORD "EIS" DO NOT MEAN 
"IN ORDER TO" THE REMISSION OF SINS IN ACTS 2:38 


“For the remission of sins.” The English word “for” 
here does not necessarily mean baptized “in order to” the 
remission of your sins. Later I will show that the Greek 
word “eis” does not either. 

Every day we use the word “for” referring to things 
already past, like “arrested for stealing,” “paid for labor,” 
“thanks for the favor.’ “decorated for bravery,” etc. The 
Revised Version uses the word “unto” which makes it just 
as easy or easier to see the meaning of “with reference to” 
or “looking toward.” The authorized version says baptized 
“for the remission of sins.” 

But let us see the original Greek word eis which is 
translated for or wnto. “Be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ eis the remission of your sins.” 
The word eis is translated against, among, at, for, in, into, 
that, on, to, toward, unto, upon, etc. The best way to find 
the meaning of a Greek word in the Bible is, not by taking 
the word of Greek scholars who may have various opinions, 
but by seeing how the Lord himself used the word in va- 
rious places in the Bible. When there is one passage which 
is doubtful on an important doctrine, the Lord always pro- 
vides other passages to clear it up. So, when there is doubt 
about what a word means in one passage, there are other 
uses of the word, and uses of other words, by the inspired 
authors, which will clear up the difficulty. Then one does 
not need to depend on men. 

It is fair to say, however, that the great majority of 
scholars of the world agree that the Greek word eis in Acts 
2:38 does not mean in order to. It is not translated so in 
the King James version, in the American Standard version, 
nor any other version that I know of. Since the same word 
is translated against, among, at, in, on, toward, upon, etc., 
by the best Bible scholars, in other parts of the Bible, you 
can see that only a small part of the scholarship of the 
world think that baptism as essential to the remission of 
sins is taught in Acts 2:38. But the best way to settle such 
a. question is not by taking the word of men, but by finding 
how the word itself is used by the divine Author in the or- 
iginal manuscripts. When God used this word eis to mean 
something else elsewhere, then it is foolish to say that it 
must mean in order to here in Acts 2:38. The way God uses 
a word and the meaning He puts in it is far mere important 
than what men think about it. 

So with this word eis. It is translated thirty-two times 
in the New Testament as toward, using phrases like this, 
“rich toward God,” “repentance toward God,” “God com- 
mendeth his love toward us,” “good conscience toward 
God,” and “long suffering to us-ward.” Cetainly there the 
term eis means with reference to, or pointing toward, etc., 
and does not mean in order to. 


"EIS" OFTEN REFERS BACK "FOR" OR "UNTO" A PAST EVENT 
OR CONDITION 


The Greek word eis, used in Acts 2:38 and translated 
for or unto the remmisiion of sins, often in the Bible points 
back toward events of the past or present, which would in- 
dicate that the remission of sins referred to in Acts 2:38 
is a past event and a present condition. Here is a good 
example: 

His is translated into many times. For instance, in 
Romans 6:3, the term is used “baptized into his death,” 
referring to the death of Christ. That eis refers to a thing 
that is past. “Baptized eis the death of Christ.” Certainly 
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eis there means, not in order to the death of Christ, nor ex- 
pecting the death of Christ in the future, but looking back 
toward: og proclaiming, remembering the death of 
Christ. is is not what some commentators say, but what 
the inspired apostle says eis means. There is no proof in 
the Greek language, then, that the word eis, translated for 
or unto in Acts 2:38, means in order to the remission of 
sins, or that baptism is thus part of the plan of salvation. 

Eis, likewise in Acts 2:38, translated for or unto 
the remission of sins, means, then, looking back toward, or 
pointing to or referring to the remission of sins. 

The Greek word eis is many, many times translated in, 
in the New Testament, and evidently properly so. For in- 
stance, Mark 2:1, “and it was noised that he was in (eis) 
the house.” His here does not refer to something to happen 
in the future, but to something already true. His in Acts 
2:38, then, shows that people should be baptized referring 
to sins already remitted. 

Luke 11:7: “My children are with me in (eis) bed.” 
Not my children are going to be with me in bed, but are 
already there. This refers not to the future, but to a pres- 
ent fact. His, the same word used in Acts 2:38, must evi- 
dently mean one should be baptized in or unto or toward the 
remission of ‘sins which is already a fact, that is, the sins 
are alrgady remitted. 

Again Hebrews 11:9 says, “By faith he sojourned in 
(eis) the land of promise.” Fis points not to the future 
that Abraham will come into the land, but that he was al- 
ready in the land. With the same meaning eis in Acts 2:38 
would mean baptism, referring to remission of sins already 
obtained. Baptism for or in or toward or unto refers to the 
remission of sins one already has. 


ACTS 2:38 WOULD HAVE USED GREEK WORD "HINA" HAD IT 
MEANT “IN ORDER TO” THE REMISSION SINS 


But in the Greek there is another remarkable evidence 
that the Lord meant eis in Acts 2:38 to point back toward 
past remission of sins. Examine the Greek word hina. It is 
translated 542 times in the New Testament that and clearly 
looks forward and usually involves the meaning of in order 
to, or so that, or to the intent that, etc. Now notice how 
the. Holy Spirit used this word on the matter of salvation. 
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toward or expressing or with reference to the remission of 
his sins, which remission he got when he repented. 

We may trust absolutely the way the Holy Spirit chose 
the words when He gave the New Testament. He used just 
the word which was exactly right to express His meaning. 
For instance, there are words in the Greek which clearly 
mean to sprinkle or pour, and do not mean primarily any- 
thing else. But God did not use these words in talking 
about baptism. Instead, He used the word baptizo, which, 
according to all scholars, has the primary meaning to im- 
merse, to dip, to plunge. That ought to settle that baptism 
is by immersion. Now, in the same way, God chose the 
Greek word hina, meaning in order to when He tells the 
request of the jailor who wanted to know what he must do 
IN ORDER TO BE SAVED. And God had a reason which 
we ought not to ignore, when He did not use that word hina 
in Acts 2:38. Peter did not say they should be baptized 
hina the remission of their sins, that is, in order to be saved 
or get their sins remitted, but he did use the Greek word 
eis which is so often translated toward, to, at, etc., and re- 
fers to the remission of their sins which they got when 
they believed. How wonderful is the verbally inspired word 
of God! If we take it at face value, and notice carefully 
the meaning that God Himself gave to the words by the 
way He used them, we will be safe and will find the whole 
Bible fits together with one clear plan of salvation and with 
no contradictions. 

Certainly Acts 2:38 does not mean baptism is in order 
to get the remission of sins. The Lord could have said so 
expressly there, and had He said so, the one word which 
would have exactly fitted to make that certain, would have 
been the word hina. Since God did not mean that, He did 
not use it, but used instead the word eis, a less definite word 
which simply indicates direction toward or reference to, 
which is translated by a dozen different words, against, 
among, at, for, in, into, that, on, to, for, unto, and upon. 

No, Acts 2:38 does not teach that baptism is essential 
to salvation. It teaches that baptism is necessary to the 
proper obedience of a Christian and therefore is mentioned 
as a condition of Holy Spirit power. This verse does not 
contradict nor modify other verses throughout the Bible 
which teach that salvation is by simple faith in Christ. And 
next we will show the meaning of Mark 16:16 and other 

assages which have been misunderstood and mistaught 
y zealous advocates of salvation by works instead of by 
grace. 
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